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The Iron Work Farm has had an active summer season, with considerabfe restoration and repair taking place at b l h  the 
F a u l h m  Housc and Jones Tavern properties, and good attendanm at the open houses. Holding two open houses at once 
means morc work for volunteers, and we thank everyone who contributed their time as hosts on Patriot's Day a d  Lhoseend- 
of-the-month Sunday afternoons. HopefulIy, we've all had some f in  doing it,  too! Also, many thanks to Judy Wright of 
South A writing the attnchcd arlicIc C the Iron Work Farm and the rescue I Tavern. on the fc : of Jones .don for 

. rn 

VaIunteer adrvrries 
While thc buildings are only open during the winter by appointmen< we still need people to help with leaf raking, gutter 
clean-out, house maintenance, and wood splitting for the second annual firewood sale. At the moment, we're lmking for 
someone {maybe more than one person) who likes to do some simple sewing--the white cotton curtains that shield the first- 
floor windows at the Tavcrn are in tatters. and n d  to be repIaced. For any of these jobs, call Co-President Tom Sikina at 
264-9522. 

ongoing projects 
Work at both properties this summer was guided by architect and Board member Lwry Sorli. At the Tavern, the 1 8 1 8 
bedroom has been readied for paint and wallpaper, and the firedamaged first-floor room in the west wing is being m t d  
to its ca. 1845 configuration. Because of its late construction date, this relatively minor room i111l be u s 4  as o f 5 ~  and 
storage space. We will probably preserve the fragments of interes ting gray m a r b l e d  paint \\wk on some of thc woodwork 
in that room. Mike Gdin, the carpenter who did such a great job on our last Mass. Preservation Projects Fund grant 
project, is  doing the restoration of the \vest wing. He has also done some stabilization at the Faulher House, where some 
rotted portions of the High Street side of the building me being repaired. 

Sale items 
Under &-President Tom Sikina, IWF has produced I , hgh-quaIity reprductions dlhe South Acton page f m  the 
1 889 Walker A llns ofMiddIesex of County (in color) ma cne 1 886 black-and-white lithograph birdseye view of South 
Acton. Framed versions of these can lx purchased st Powers Galley. 342 Great Road. Our Mill Corner (Sorrrh Actan 
Villnge) has recently been reprinted. and other small items, including note cards and the tluee-part 1892 birdscye vicw of the 
town ccn ters arc in g o d  supply. And don't forget the colorful Acton coverlet (double-woven afghan), which depicts twelve 
historic buildings and structures in Acton. We have a new supply of those, and have added as a new item boses of note 
cards in the coverlet design. Call Co-President Michaela Moran at 263-3303 or 263-02 1 6 to order any of these. All sale 
items will also be available at Oktokrfcst in West Acton on Saturday, October 14. 

IWF Calendar 
October 14: Oktoberfest, Wcst Acton. Look for the IWF table on Windsor Avenuo. 
Octobct 29: last Sunday open houses of the season at Jones Tavcrn and Faulkner House, 3-5 p.m. 
Novcmbw4, 11. 18: 2nd annual F i r e ~ d  SaEeofhandsplit, scasoncd ash and maple from the Faulkner 

w d s :  16" split lengths. Suggested donation: $150/cord; $80A1alf-cord; $40/ I14 cord; $31 
ovcniight bundle. Advance orders can be p I o d  until Nov. 18 with Tom Sikina, 264-9522. 

Octokr-April: nlonthly Iron Work Farm meetings--second Wednesday of the month, 7:30 p.m. (location 
changes for the winter from Jones Tavern and Faulknes Hon~estmd to privatc homes). Call 
IWF Socrctaty, Annc Fotbcs, at 263-2227, or emnil her at forbes@ma.ultranet.com to bc put 
on the contact list for lhcse meetings, when we plan work on the houses, projects, etc. 



a boarding-housc dining rwm for cmployces of Tutdes, Joncs, & Wetherkc--thc large dcpament store across the 
street In the Exchange Hall building). wsre ready for risitws--265 of whom sipcd the rcpster that day. The Acton 
Minutcmcn visited tl~c newly rcstored taproom in Octokr, 1965, and wcrc scrvcd cidctnnd g~plngctbrcad fnxn mold 
Acton rccipe. 

Sadly, on July 24, 1967, in a terrific thunderstorm, lightning slruck the rcar of the tavm and catrscd a fin that marly 
destroyed the taproom and did significant smokc- and watcr damage eelavherre in the h s c .  S i m  Ihen, mvay l~ns 
k e n  slo~v. In 1969 an opportunity arose to purchase thc 1707 FaulLmct Housc, which thc Iron Work Farm group 
votcd to do. Mrs. Nylandcr's son, Robcrt, guidcd the restoration of both buildings until his suddcn death in 1 '187 at 
age 45. The small group of dedicated volunteers t ~ucd to make gradual progms in thc f 
restoring and maintaining two historic buildings. 

g task o 

Today, lhcre i s  rmwcd intercs! in completing the restoration or the Jones Tavm,  yet there is  still much to b done. 
Two Massachusetts Prcsen*ation Projccts Fund grants rrom the Mass. Historical Commission matched local 
h d r a i s i n g  efforts to a~abIc much-ndd repairs to ihc stn~cturc, and (he two parlors and the "broad allcy" stair hall 
havc been rcstod and ready Ibr viewing. Finally, on April 19, 2000, the house was open again for the public. 
Howcvcr, lhc charred taproom, the rear ~i\lng, and most or the upstairs arc still in n d  of rcsroraaion. 

In a r a n t  wnvcrsalion, Mrs. Nyhndcr mprcssed hcr grati~udc for this new inwrest in tk b, and said sk is glad 
it is open Tor the citi~cns of Acton to cnjoy. Shc is plcascd that an architect, Larry Sotli. is now involved, and is 
looking ronvard to shc day wvhcn the work on thc housc is complete. 

Perhaps there is a metaphor for the town in thc histaq ofthe Jones Tavern. What was once an empty building in a 
state of disrepair and neglect is now Wrning,  after ycars of hard work an6 dedication by a relativc!~ small g a p  of 
volunteers, a handsome testament to the rich historq. of South Acronk smmcrc~al  and Iransporlation influenccs on 
bc (o\\n. Tlic Joncs Tsvcrn rcprescnts the promisc of beauty and history of this area that the rounders of thc Iron 
Work Farm in Acton saw on that fatcrul day in 1964. Their Icgacy lics in the preservation o f  this pi= of Acton's 
histoty. 

--The idormarion in this n u v u r l r  n a S  takcn from xvesal~~,tLI -.I. Mrs. Nylandefswsitings, an inlariewwiLhkonAugust21, 
2W0, convcmidons with IWF Co-Pmidenl Tom Sikina, and the Acton Hiawical biety's  Rrief llissory ofAcmrr. 


